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ruins at Barkal; and a temple and traces of other build-
ings at Merowe itself. In addition there is a large temple
at Kawa, and two colossal statues on Argo Island.
The pyramids of Kurru mark the earlier Ethiopian
cemetery. The graves on the highest ground are those
of the first ancestors of the family which was later to rule
the country, but the first true pyramids to be built here
were those of Piankhi, Shabaka, and Shabataka.o Though
the pyramid superstructures have disappeared, the tomb
chambers of these kings are still to be seen here. In all
the royal cemeteries, i.e., at Nuri, Barkal, and Meroe as
well as here, the actual burial chambers were excavated
in the rock some distance below ground level and the
pyramids built on the ground above the chambers. A
small chapel was built against the eastern face of the
pyramid.
Tirhaka (688-663 B.C.) is the best known of the Ethiopian
kings, possibly because he was the first to live any length
of time in Egypt and the first to grasp the possibilities of
ostentation offered by his control of that country. He
could find no room in the ancestral cemetery at Kurru
for the large pyramid he projected, so he started a new
cemetery at Nuri and bailt there the largest pyramid in
the country. His successor Tanutamon, broken by the
Assyrians, made a modest tomb in the old cemetery at
Kurru, and this is one of the two painted tombs now to
be seen there, the other being that of his mother, Qalhata.
After him all the members of the royal family who ruled
at Napata, with one exception, were buried at Nuri. This
exception was a comparatively late king (Piankhalara
362-342 B.C.) who for some reason reverted to Kurru and
built the largest pyramid now remaining in that cemetery.
The last king to be buried at Nuri was Nastasen (328-308
B.C.).